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Summary

1. For a kidney transplant, please go to the urogenital laboratory on the second floor of 
the outpatient clinic to register.

2. In fast cases, the wait time could be a few months, but in slow cases, it could be half a 
year, a year or even two years. But the doctor admitted that it can be done within a 
month.

3. The quality of the donor cannot be guaranteed, and the situation is the same across the 
country.

4. There is no direct case where excising the organ from the donor and transplanting it 
in the recipient is done simultaneously. There are no death-row inmates as donors 
now.

5. Whether you need the tissue typing, get in the queue, or get sick—all this has nothing 
to do with me. I only take care of the surgeries.

6. My surname is Li, but my phone number cannot be given to you!

Translation

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Hello?

Investigator: Hello! How are you? Is this…?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Hello!

Investigator: Hello, is this Kidney Transplant, Dongfeng General Hospital? I have a 
family member, my brother-in-law, who wants to get a kidney transplant. The doctor said 
that the wait time there would be a little too long, suggesting that we call several



hospitals, get into their queues, and get it done wherever the wait time is the shortest. So I 
just want to ask if your Dongfeng General Hospital has an authoritative and famous 
doctor named Guo Xiaojun. I’d like to ask if it can be done at your hospital soon? As for 
the wait time, can it be a week, or half a month?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: It is hard to say, it depends.

Investigator: Ah, that is hard to say, even based on your experience?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: This thing is uncertain, and cannot be based on anything. In fast cases, 
the wait time could be a few months, but in slow cases, it could be half a year, a year or 
even two years.

Investigator: So if it’s fast, it can be done within a month? 

Dr. Li Quanyuan: That would be very fast, but I can't guarantee that.

Investigator: Ah, I see.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: If you want us to do it, please go to the urogenital laboratory on the 
second floor of the outpatient clinic to get registered on the waiting list.

Investigator: Wait a minute, let me write it down, the second floor of the outpatient 
clinic?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: The urogenital laboratory on the second floor of the outpatient clinic.

Investigator: Urogenital laboratory.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: The lab, yes, on the second floor, go talk to them.

Investigator: All right.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: They’re specifically responsible for this matter, and I’m only 
responsible for the surgeries.

Investigator: Will they be available every weekday, Monday through Friday? Which 
expert should I talk to?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Every weekday works.

Investigator: Every weekday is okay?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: They have a special (place) for registration.

Investigator: Ah, so Guo Xiaojun has indeed been doing it really well, right? I’ve seen an 



online report about him.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Yes.

Investigator: Okay, his skills… he is very young, right? How many cases can he do in a 
year, Guo Xiaojun?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Ah! Please come and ask them, all right? You can discuss in more 
detail after you come. Let’s do that when you come here!

Investigator: As you know, it’s not easy to make a phone call. I’d like to ask another 
question, regarding whether the liver sources are healthy. For example, if (a donor) had a 
disease, the organ would be of poor quality, or have some health issues? The patient is 
most concerned about that.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: That problem is the same across the country, all right?

Investigator: It's the same across the country, the same across the country. But I don't 
know the situation across the country. (This is) the key.

Dr. Li Quanyuan: haven’t you asked your local hospital about that already?

Investigator: No, I haven’t. Well, I have been told that it could be fast, meaning it can be 
done quickly. Then I just suddenly thought of that health issue. Even with a short wait 
time, would there be any problem if the organ is of poor quality, or unhealthy? Its quality 
must be confirmed, right?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: No one can guarantee that for you. No one can do that! No one can 
promise you that wherever you choose to go.

Investigator: Ah that means…

Dr. Li Quanyuan: This thing is a medical treatment issue!

Investigator: Let me ask some layman questions. For example, will the survival rate be 
related to the doctor's skills, or the quality of the liver or kidney?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: It’s related to both.

Investigator: I also would like to know how much a kidney would cost approximately?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: I don’t know. You have to ask the urogenital laboratory. We take care 
of nothing, but the surgeries.

Investigator: Just the surgeries?



Dr. Li Quanyuan: Whether you need the tissue typing, get in the queue, or get sick—all 
this has nothing to do with us. We only take care of the surgeries.

Investigator: Ah, another thing is that our family wants to have fresh ones, for example, 
for the person who gives us the organ, is he just beside our patient while you’re taking it 
out for us? Or it is taken from a remote place, so it takes some time? This is also related 
to health…

Dr. Li Quanyuan: There is no direct case, and now there are no executed prisoners. Those 
executed prisoners, as you mentioned, are impossible. Relative transplants are possible.

Investigator: Ah.
Dr. Li Quanyuan: A relative transplant is possible—the organ is taken from a relave and 
immediately gets transplanted in the patient—this is okay. It is impossible for other 
donations.

Investigator: Now, let’s say, a person who donates for us …is the person just beside our 
patient, while the organ is being excised directly for us?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: The donor is not beside your patient, no, no.

Investigator: Not beside our patient, then…

Dr. Li Quanyuan: But a relative donor is beside your patient, you know!

Investigator: Oh, oh, then it is taken from somewhere else. From where?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Listen, call back when you have the time. Now I am very busy, very 
busy, because it is very busy in the morning.

Investigator: Here’s one last question. As I saw in that story about Guo Xiaojun, you do 
ten cases in ten days or a week. Does that mean you…?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: We are a Tertiary Level A hospital.

Investigator: Okay, so Doctor, what’s your surname? Can I come to you?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Yes, we can talk about it when you come.

Investigator: Could you tell me your surname?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: My surname is Li; mine is Li.

Investigator: Surnamed Li, what's your full name?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: I’m just surnamed Li, and that’s good enough. Okay?



Investigator: All right. So are you a surgeon?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: Yes, I am.

Investigator: Okay. Could you tell me your phone number, so I can call you? Is that 
okay?

Dr. Li Quanyuan: I cannot!

Investigator: Oh, you cannot?

(The other party hung up the phone)


