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Summary

1. Chen Jingyu did that transplant case in Wuxi. Will he do it in Beijing? I don’t know, 
because these are special cases at special times.

2. You’d best talk to President Chen himself, and ask Chen Jingyu to do the operation 
himself. See if he can arrange and coordinate it for you, because the operation is hard 
to do. In Wuxi it was under the special circumstances that he got it started. 

3. If it has to be done, it must be a special case. A special treatment is needed for a 
special case. Because it is not only an infectious disease, it also involves 
transplantation. It involves a lot of ethical problems. It is not just a simple operation.

4. None of these things, including the organ sources, are your business. They’re not
what you or even we can take care of, either. Understood?  There is a specialized 
organ procurement organization to coordinate it. But in this special time, finding 
organ donations is very hard, you see what I mean?  It would be very difficult to find 
organ donations, including acquiring the organs, the whole procedure. 

5. I am not sure about the expenses. Whether it can be done is still a question.

6. The expenses are hard to say. Lung transplantation depends on its risks. If the post-
operation is not smooth, there were cases here that costed a few millions. Understand? 
The more money spent, the worse the post-operation situation. It means you have 
more postoperative complications.

Translation

Doctor: Hello?

Investigator: Hi, greetings. Hi, whom am I speaking with?



Doctor: Hello?

Investigator: Hi, is this Lung Transplant Doctors’ Office at China-Japan Friendship 
Hospital?

Doctor: Yes. Who is this?

Investigator: It’s like this. I just called that nurse. She gave me this number to call. Are 
you a doctor?

Doctor: What can I do for you? Who is this? Go ahead, please.

Investigator: Okay, it is like this. I just want to ask, if we come to your hospital for a lung 
transplant (Doctor: Yeah), I’d like to know if we need to bring anything, I mean…

Doctor: It’s like this. Because it is a special time during the pandemic, we do not perform 
transplants now. Understand? We don’t do regular transplants. So it is also difficult to 
assess patients. If the patient can still wait, it is best to wait a while. Because lung donors
are very few, it is hard to find one to do it. (Investigator: Oh.) So what is the condition of 
the patient, besides, if you want to go through an assessment, you can bring all of the 
patient’s medical records. You can come to our director’s clinic, and let him check the 
patient’s condition for you.

Investigator: Oh, as the nurse lady mentioned, we could go to Director Chen Wenhui, is 
that true?

Doctor: Yes, On Wednesday afternoons there is a dedicated clinic for lung 
transplantation and pulmonary nodules. You can make an appointment. She has this 
clinic every week.

Investigator: On Wednesday afternoons?

Doctor: Yes.

Investigator: Oh, it is like this, because I am not in Beijing, I am now (Doctor: Hmm) in 
Yantai. It is my father-in-law. Because recently (Doctor Hmm) he was diagnosed, 
diagnosed with novel coronavirus, novel coronavirus. Because I saw from the newspaper 
that Director Chen Jingyu did a transplant for a novel coronavirus case (Doctor: Hmm). I, 
because I saw the data on the internet, and did some search, and found out that he is with
your China-Japan Friendship Hospital. So I thought he did it here at your place. Is that so?

Doctor: No, he did it in Wuxi.

Investigator: So will he come to Beijing? (Doctor: He does that at both places.)



Doctor: I don’t know the details, because these are special cases in a special time. 
(Investigator: Okay.) It depends on the situations.

Investigator: So now, well, what should I do?

Doctor: Right now it’s best if you talk to President Chen himself, that is Chen Jingyu, the 
surgeon himself. See if he can arrange and coordinate it for you, as the operation is hard 
to do. In Wuxi it was under the special circumstances that he got it started. If it has to be 
done, it must be a special case. A special case needs a special treatment. Because it is not 
only an infectious disease, it also involves transplantation. It involves a lot of ethical 
problems. It is not just a simple operation.

Investigator: Yes. I searched for President Chen (Doctor: Okay). I could not find his 
contact information on the internet. As I read that report in “Beijing Youth Daily”, I 
thought that he did it in Beijing, but the report didn’t say that he did it in Wuxi.

Doctor: No, no, that case was not done in Beijing. Right.

Investigator: Oh, he did not do it in Beijing, right?

Doctor: Right, that’s right.

Investigator: So let me ask, that is, as I understand it…if we go there for it, we don’t need 
to care about things like its ethics, the organ donor and so on, right? These things will be 
all taken care of by you.…

Doctor: None of these things are your business, or what you or we can take care of. 
Understood?  There is a specialized organ procurement organization to coordinate it. But 
in this special time, finding organ donations is very hard, you see what I mean? 
(Investigator: But that…) It would be very difficult to find organ donations, including 
acquiring the organs, the whole procedure. So, whether we can do this work well depends 
on the specific situations. So it’s essential to talk to the surgeon, perhaps that’s also the 
most effective, if your situation is urgent.

Investigator: Right. As I look at it, it has been only over a month since the novel
coronavirus cases were confirmed. But President Chen has already done one case of the 
novel coronavirus.

Doctor: Didn’t I tell you so? I understand what you mean (Investigator: Oh), but I cannot 
answer the question for you (Investigator: Okay). As I already told you, (Investigator: 
Okay, I understand), it may be the most direct way if you talk to him, you see?

Investigator: Yes, so regarding Chen Wenhui, do you have her contact information? 
Could you give it to me, so I can contact her….



Doctor: I cannot, I don’t have it. I cannot possibly give you her personal contact 
information. If you still want to, you can call back and try again.

Investigator: Can I trouble you with one more question. Regarding the lung transplant 
expenses, how much money do we need to prepare?

Doctor: Well, right now I don’t know. Normally for a lung transplant, from start to finish, 
please target 500,000 to 600,000 yuan. But right now I don’t know the situation. It 
depends on the patient’s condition. Whether it can be done is still a question.

Investigator: So normally it costs 500,000 to 600,000 yuan. There may be extra costs.

Doctor: It’s hard to say. Lung transplantation has its risks. If the postoperative recoveries
are not smooth, we had cases here where the costs went up to a few millions. Understand? 
The more money spent the worse the postoperative situation. It means you have more 
postoperative complications, you got it?

Investigator: Yes, I got it. (Doctor: Okay, okay). Thank you. Let me make a few more 
phone calls. (Doctor: Okay, goodbye. Okay, okay.) Then I will talk to Director Chen. 
Okay, goodbye.

Doctor: Okay, okay, yeah, yeah, bye.


