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Summary

1. To wait for a liver donor, it sometimes takes just a few days if lucky. But that’s 
hard to say.

2. I am the lead surgeon, to say nothing of my technical skills! He can go to the No. 
1 professors’ office to see me.

3. As for the price, it is hard to say. It certainly varies tremendously according to the 
patient’s condition!

Translation

Investigator: Hello!

Dr. Lin: Hey.

Investigator: Hi. Hello! It’s being too hard to get through this call… Is this Nanfang 
Hospital of Southern Medical University? Is this Liver Transplant?

Dr. Lin: Yes, this is Hepatobiliary Surgery.

Investigator: Ah, that's great. I finally got through this call! This is Ms. Zhao. I’m from 
Shenyang. One of my relatives, my brother-in-law, does his business in Guangzhou, and 
he’s got what’s so-called advanced cirrhosis. His doctor said that he must have a liver 
transplant, suggesting that we call as many hospitals as possible to get on their waiting 
lists. 

Dr. Lin: Oh, okay.



Investigator: I don't know much about the process, yes, we’ve just been following what 
the doctor told us--to get into the queue.

Dr. Lin: Where is the patient right now?

Investigator: He’s still in Guangzhou, but I’m in Shenyang. I’m wondering…

Dr. Lin: Let me tell you, you should let him bring over his files, so we can take a look. If 
you keep talking like this, we will definitely not be able to take on (his case) for you.

Investigator: Um, okay. Doctor, let me ask you another question: if he wants to wait for 
an organ, if he gets lucky, how long will it take? Say, one or two weeks? 

Dr. Lin: That’s hard to say, well, That’s really hard to say, because liver transplantation
requires having (an organ) donor, it is not like that you’ll have it right away when you 
want it. It’s possible that you’ll get it quickly if you’re lucky. But it’s also possible that 
you won’t be able to even if you wait for a very long time. These are all possible.

Investigator: Oh, oh, if we’re lucky, can we get it done in a month, or even within two 
weeks or so?

Dr. Lin: Oh, sometimes with good luck, you can get it in just a few days. So, that’s hard 
to say.

Investigator: Oh, oh, that’s fine. Now, I’m wondering, for a liver organ, how much does it 
cost at your hospital?

Dr. Lin: That’s hard to say, okay.

Investigator: Well, I’m wondering, as for the cost, approximately how much do I need to 
prepare?

Dr. Lin: All these things are, of course, handled internally by the hospital. It will charge 
as much as it should. Then, the seriousness of the patient’s condition will certainly make 
a huge difference (in the cost). You see?

Investigator: Okay, okay, you’re right. As a layman myself, Doctor, I may have said 
something that doesn’t make much sense.

Dr. Lin: So, we couldn’t tell you anything about that(cost) at all, without seeing the 
patient first. What you just asked is a little too general to answer.

Investigator: Well, as I don't understand much about it, you’re right. But here’s another 
question, can you refer to us a good doctor to do it? What’s your last name, doctor? Are 
you the one who does the operation, as the lead surgeon?



Dr. Lin: That is right!

Investigator: Ah, that's great. Well, Doctor, how would I address you?

Dr. Lin: My surname is Lin, or Lin with double “mu”, okay?

Investigator: Oh, your surname is Lin. What’s your full name then?

Dr. Lin: Hey, it’s fine for you to just know my surname, Lin.

Investigator: Okay, okay. Excuse me, Dr. Lin, may I take the liberty to ask how many 
cases you can do in a year?

Dr. Lin: That's hard to say. Sometimes we do more when there are more donors. But 
sometimes there are fewer donors. It all depends on the donations, okay?

Investigator: Oh, oh.

Dr. Lin: We would do more if we have more donors, and do fewer with fewer donors 
available. I can’t give a straight answer to your question.
。
Investigator: Oh, as for you, how many years have you been doing it? I guess your 
technical skills are absolutely not a problem, ah.

Dr. Lin: As for the technical aspect, there is no need to mention it!

Investigator: Ah, that’s okay. You sound pretty young to me, so I’d like to ask how many 
cases you can do in a year.

Dr. Lin: You young lady can tell a person’s age from his voice, so you must have 
supernatural capabilities!

Investigator: Ha, ha, ha, okay, Dr. Lin, I will look for you if I come. When you work at 
the clinic, what weekdays are they, starting from Monday?

Dr. Lin: No, you don’t go to the clinic. If you want to get it done here, you tell him to 
bring over his files for me to take a look as soon as possible.

Investigator: Ah, please tell me on which weekdays you will be available. Do you work 
every day, in the morning or afternoon?

Dr. Lin: Uh, you can let him come see me at 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

Investigator: You mean this afternoon? Well, if he has nothing much going on over there, 
if he can get away, I will tell him to go see you.



Dr. Lin: But if he is not ready (for today), he may come at 10 tomorrow morning, okay?

Investigator: Tomorrow morning, it’s 10 o’clock on Tuesday? Let me write it down.

Dr. Lin: Ah, come to the inpatient service unit, the one for Hepatobiliary Surgery.

Dr. Lin: You can tell him to come to a professors’ office here, No. 1 Professors’ office, 
okay?

Investigator: It sounds good.

Dr. Lin: My surname is Lin, okay?

Investigator: Alright, thank you, Dr. Lin, thank you, bye!


